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(Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 872, § 3, 31 Stat. 1449; Pub. L. 
92–317, § 3(c), June 22, 1972, 86 Stat. 235; Pub. L. 
100–418, title V, § 5115(a)(1), Aug. 23, 1988, 102 
Stat. 1433.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

‘‘Herein’’, referred to in last sentence of this section, 
refers to act Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 872, which is classified 
generally to this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–418 substituted ‘‘Institute’’ for ‘‘Bu-
reau’’ and for ‘‘bureau’’. 

1972—Pub. L. 92–317 authorized the Bureau to extend 
its services to international organizations of which the 
United States is a member, and for governments of 
friendly countries in coordination with the Department 
of State. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 275a, 276, 278b of 
this title. 

§ 274. Director; powers and duties; report; com-
pensation 

The Director shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. The Director shall have the general su-
pervision of the Institute, its equipment, and 
the exercise of its functions. The Director shall 
make an annual report to the Secretary of Com-
merce. The Director may issue, when necessary, 
bulletins for public distribution, containing 
such information as may be of value to the pub-
lic or facilitate the exercise of the functions of 
the Institute. The Director shall be compensated 
at the rate in effect for level IV of the Executive 
Schedule under section 5315 of title 5. Until such 
time as the Director assumes office under this 
section, the most recent Director of the Na-
tional Bureau of Standards shall serve as Direc-
tor. 

(Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 872, § 5, 31 Stat. 1449; Pub. L. 
99–73, § 6(a), July 29, 1985, 99 Stat. 172; Pub. L. 
100–418, title V, § 5112(c)(1), Aug. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 
1431.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–418 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions relating to appointment, powers 
and duties, and compensation of, and reports by, Direc-
tor of the Institute for similar provisions relating to 
Director of the Bureau of Standards, striking out re-
quirement that the annual report include an abstract 
of the work done during the year and a financial state-
ment, and inserting provision that until such time as 
the Director assumes office under this section, the 
most recent Director of the National Bureau of Stand-
ards shall serve as Director. 

1985—Pub. L. 99–73 substituted ‘‘The Director’’ for 
‘‘He’’ at beginning of second, third, and fourth sen-
tences, and inserted provisions relating to compensa-
tion for the Director. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–73 effective Oct. 1, 1985, see 
section 6(c) of Pub. L. 99–73, set out as a note under sec-
tion 5315 of Title 5, Government Organization and Em-
ployees. 

§ 275. Appointment of officers and employees 

The officers and employees of the Institute, 
except the director, shall be appointed by the 

Secretary of Commerce at such time as their re-
spective services may become necessary. 

(Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 872, § 6, 31 Stat. 1450; Feb. 14, 
1903, ch. 552, § 10, 32 Stat. 829; Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 141, 
§ 1, 37 Stat. 736; Pub. L. 100–418, title V, 
§ 5115(a)(1), Aug. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 1433.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–418 substituted ‘‘Institute’’ for ‘‘bu-
reau’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Act Mar. 4, 1913, substituted ‘‘Secretary of Com-
merce’’ for ‘‘Secretary of Commerce and Labor’’. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Act Feb. 14, 1903, transferred power and authority of 
Secretary of the Treasury over Bureau of Standards to 
Secretary of Commerce and Labor. 

DEMONSTRATION PROJECT RELATING TO PERSONNEL 
MANAGEMENT 

Pub. L. 99–574, § 10, Oct. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 3238, as 
amended by Pub. L. 100–418, title V, § 5115(c), Aug. 23, 
1988, 102 Stat. 1433, directed the Office of Personnel 
Management and the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology to jointly design an alternative per-
sonnel management system demonstration project to 
be commenced not later than Jan. 1, 1988, and to be 
conducted by the Director of the Institute in accord-
ance with section 4703 of Title 5, Government Organiza-
tion and Employees, with the Director of the Office of 
Personnel Management to provide that the project be 
evaluated annually by a contractor, and a report of the 
contractor’s findings submitted to the Office, and, 
along with any comments of the Office and the Insti-
tute, submitted to the Congress, and a final report to 
be submitted to the Congress by the Comptroller Gen-
eral not later than 4 years after the date on which the 
project commences, such report to include any rec-
ommendations for legislation or other action consid-
ered appropriate by the Comptroller General. 

[Pub. L. 104–113, § 10, Mar. 7, 1996, 110 Stat. 779, pro-
vided that: ‘‘The personnel management demonstration 
project established under section 10 of the National Bu-
reau of Standards Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
1987 [Pub. L. 99–574] (15 U.S.C. 275 note) is extended in-
definitely.’’] 

§ 275a. Service charges 

The Secretary shall charge for services per-
formed under the authority of section 273 of this 
title, except in cases where he determines that 
the interest of the Government would be best 
served by waiving the charge. Such charges may 
be based upon fixed prices or costs. The appro-
priation or fund bearing the cost of the services 
may be reimbursed, or the Secretary may re-
quire advance payment subject to such adjust-
ment on completion of the work as may be 
agreed upon. 

(Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 872, § 7, as added Aug. 3, 1956, ch. 
906, § 1, 70 Stat. 959.) 

CODIFICATION 

Provisions relating to fees were formerly contained 
in section 276 of this title. 

§ 275b. Charges for activities performed for other 
agencies 

The Secretary of Commerce shall charge for 
any service performed by the Institute, at the 
request of another Government agency, in com-


